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Phil Martelli orchestrated the most memorable season in
Saint Joseph’s history and was the consensus national Coach
of the Year in 2003-04, as he guided a focused and unselfish
squad that became the most compelling story in college bas-
ketball. Now in his 10th season at Saint Joseph’s, Martelli is a
proven winner and has built the foundation to keep the Hawk
program among the nation’s best. 

Martelli’s Hawks went undefeated in the regular season,
reached the pinnacle as the top-ranked team in the nation and
earned the school’s first-ever number-one seed in the NCAA
Tournament, with the Hawks advancing to the Elite Eight. The
team finished the year ranked fifth nationally, for the school’s
highest final ranking since 1966.  

Led by Jameer Nelson, the consensus Player of the Year,
the Hawks became the first team since 1990-91 to go through
the regular season without a loss (27-0), while setting the
school and Atlantic 10 records for winning streaks. SJU opened
the season ranked 12th in the national polls and moved up
throughout the year, taking the top spot on March 8, 2004, for
the first time ever. It also marked a school-record fourth straight
season, and fifth in Martelli’s tenure, that the Hawks were
ranked in the Associated Press poll. 

Martelli guided SJU to its fourth NCAA appearance in nine
seasons, and its first back-to-back berths since 1982. The top-
seeded Hawks reached the Elite Eight for the first time since
1981 before falling to Oklahoma State in a heartbreaker, 64-62.

Martelli joined with Nelson to sweep the national coach
and player of the year awards, marking one of the few times in
history that the top player and coach were from the same
school. Martelli won the 2004 Naismith Award, the Henry Iba
Award (USBWA), the inaugural Adolph Rupp Cup, the Coach of
the Year awards from both Associated Press and
CBS/Chevrolet, and the NABC Co-Coach of the Year award. He
was the Atlantic 10 Coach of the Year for the third time and  a
repeat winner of both the Harry Litwack Award
(Eastern coach) and Big 5 Coach of the Year. 

The Hawks also won their second outright Big
5 title and their fourth straight Atlantic 10 regular
season crown. The squad was the recipient of the
prestigious Wanamaker Award, given to the team or
athlete which brings the greatest credit to the city of
Philadelphia, and was named the Team of the Year
by the Philadelphia Sportswriters Association. 

The squad’s 30-2 mark gave SJU an impres-
sive 98-28 record over the past four seasons, bring-
ing Martelli’s nine-year career record to 179-99. He
currently ranks third on SJU’s all-time list for coach-
ing victories and is fourth in winning percentage
(.644).  Setting the school record for wins last year,
the coach has now guided the Hawks to 25-plus
victories four times in nine seasons.

Martelli has also been at his best when it counts
the most.  His 11 postseason wins (6 NCAA, 5 NIT)
are second on the school’s all-time list, trailing only
the legendary Jack Ramsay’s 12 tournament victo-
ries (8 NCAA, 4 NIT). Martelli does rank first among
Hawk coaches with a  .647 postseason winning per-
centage (11-6), which includes a 6-4 record in
NCAA play.   

All told, Martelli has taken
Saint Joseph’s to the postsea-
son in the last four straight
years, with three trips to the
NCAA Tournament, including
a berth in the 1997 Sweet 16. 

One of the more colorful coaches in the nation, Martelli’s
personality, wit and accessibility have always made him a
media favorite.  His popularity grew to an even higher level in
2004, as the Hawks remained unbeaten and the coach was
besieged by media requests from all over the country. Martelli
remained as accommodating as ever and the Saint Joseph’s
story was very well documented by the Philadelphia press and
told by countless media outlets nationwide.

The Martelli Family (from left) - Jimmy, Judy, Phil, Elizabeth and Phil, Jr.

PHIL MARTELLI
Head Coach - 10th season

2004 National Coach of the Year

The Martelli File
Career Record: 179-99 (9 years)
Atlantic 10 Record: 91-53
Postseason Record: 11-6 (overall); 6-4 (NCAA Tournament)

Birthdate: August 31, 1954
Hometown: Drexel Hill, PA
Education: Widener University, 1976
Playing Career: Widener University, 1972-76
College Coaching Career: Head coach, Saint Joseph’s, July 20,
1995 to present; Assistant coach, Saint Joseph’s, 1985-86 to 
1994-95.

Family: Wife, Judy; children - Philip, Jr. (23), Jimmy (22), 
Elizabeth (17)
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Martelli’s commitment to Saint Joseph’s is equaled by the
University’s commitment to him. The coach agreed to a new
contract prior to the 2003-04 season that would extend his
tenure through at least the 2009-10 campaign. Then following
the thrilling run in ‘03-04, the University extended the coach’s
contract even further, through the 2011-12 season. 

Martelli is not only passionate for coaching, but also for his
work in the community. He is one of the leaders of the
Philadelphia chapter of Coaches vs. Cancer, as the coaches
from the city’s six Division I schools strive to raise awareness
and funding to defeat the disease. The “Philly Six” have dedi-
cated themselves to becoming the highest fundraising coach-
es’ group in the country and are on their way to reaching that
goal. The group was honored at the 2004 NCAA Final Four with
the Coaches vs. Cancer Champion Award presented by the
National Association of Basketball Coaches and with the
Community Service Award from the Philadelphia Sports
Congress. Martelli also serves on the Coaches vs. Cancer
National Council, which received the Centennial Award from the
Fox Chase Cancer Center. 

He’s received numerous honors in 2004 for his community
work. Among them are being named the “Citizen of the Year” by
the March of Dimes, inducted into the CYO Hall of Fame for the
Archdiocese of Philadelphia, and honored by the National
Adoption Center, to name a few.  

Martelli’s alma mater, Widener University, bestowed upon
him one of its highest honors on May 15, 2004 - an honorary
doctorate in public service for his “altruistic work in the com-
munity and his positive influence as a teacher, coach and role
model”. Martelli also delivered the commencement address to
the more than 750 graduates. 

Martelli sees himself as an ambassador for the University
and takes the role very seriously. He is one of the most sought-
after public speakers in Philadelphia, with an appeal that has
begun to stretch even further outside the area. Making count-
less appearances year round, Martelli finds the time for many
organizations, no matter how large or small.  

He also currently serves on the Board of Directors of the
National Basketball Coaches Association. 

After 10 years as an assistant at Saint Joseph’s, Martelli was
named the 14th coach in school history on July 20, 1995, and
just the third non-alumnus to follow in the storied tradition of
SJU coaches.

Martelli burst onto the scene and took SJU to the NIT
Championship game as a rookie head coach, becoming just
the fifth first-year head coach to take a team to the tourna-
ment’s Final Four since the field expanded to 32 teams in
1980.

In his first year in 1995-96, Martelli took a Saint Joseph's
team that had lost the school's all-time leading scorer and a
1,000-point, 1,000-rebound performer to a 19-13 record and
the finals of the National Invitation Tournament. The 19 wins
tied Martelli for third place with Jim Lynam (1978-79) for vic-
tories by a first-year SJU coach. By taking the Hawks to the
NIT Final Four, Martelli also matched Ramsay’s feat, who led
his first SJU team to third place in the 1956 tournament.

PHIL MARTELLI

Martelli’s Marks
OVERALL ATLANTIC 10 FINAL AP HIGH AP

YEAR W L PCT W L PCT FINISH POSTSEASON RANKING  RANKING
1995-96 19 13 .594 9 7 .562 3rd East NIT Finalist
1996-97 26 7 .788 13 3 .812 1st East NCAA Sweet 16 #12 #12

Atlantic 10 Champion
1997-98 11 17 .393 3 13 .187 5th East
1998-99 12 18 .400 5 11 .312 5th East- t
1999-00 13 16 .448 7 9 .437 4th East
2000-01 26 7 .788 14 2 .875 1st Overall NCAA 2nd Round #22 #18
2001-02 19 12 .613 12 4 .750 1st East- t NIT 2nd Round #10
2002-03 23 7 .767 12 4 .750 1st East NCAA 1st Round
2003-04 30 2 1.000 16 0 1.000 1st East NCAA Elite Eight #5 #1

TOTALS 179 99 .644 91 53 .586 4 NCAA, 2 NIT
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Expectations for 1996-97 were for a winning campaign
and hopefully a return trip to the NIT as the heart of the '95-
96 team -- senior starters, Mark Bass, Will Johnson and
Reggie Townsend -- had been lost to graduation.  

After a disheartening season-opening rout at Duke (89-60)
in the first round of the Preseason NIT, Martelli and his
charges regrouped and turned in one of the best seasons in
the program's history.  The team's accomplishments, most of
which have now been surpassed by the ‘03-04 team, includ-
ed a then-record-tying 26 wins (7 losses), a final national
ranking of 12th by the Associated Press and 17th by
CNN/USA Today. The squad also put together a 10-game
winning streak and three wins over Top 25 teams while win-
ning both the Atlantic 10 regular season and tournament
titles. The Hawks advanced to the NCAA
Sweet 16 before suffering a loss to
defending national champion Kentucky. 

With the team's success came indi-
vidual accolades for the second-year
coach.  Martelli garnered Atlantic 10
Coach of the Year honors as well as
District Coach of the Year by the
USBWA, NABC, Eastern Basketball and
Basketball Times.  He was also named
the Eastern College Coach of the Year
and co-recipient of the Philadelphia Big
5 Coach of the Year.

Martelli's third year at the helm was
a true test of his character. The season
started with the loss of one of his key
players to academics, and two highly-
touted recruits to NCAA initial eligibility
rules.  Despite the depleted lineup, the
coach kept his team competitive
throughout the season, as the Hawks
struggled to find wins while facing one of
the most demanding schedules in
school history.  They totalled 11 wins, but
the "never say die" spirit of the Hawks
was evidenced by the team holding
leads over five nationally-ranked teams
late in the second half. 

In 1998-99, the Hawk mentor faced
perhaps his toughest challenge as a
head coach, guiding a team that started

PHIL MARTELLI
a school-record four newcomers through a tough non-confer-
ence slate and the always imposing A-10 battles.  Martelli and
SJU got off to a strong start, defeating No. 21 Tennessee and
winning the Cable Car Classic en route to a 9-7 record at mid-
January.  Youth finally caught up to the Hawks, however, as the
team experienced a nine-game losing streak and finished the
season with a 12-18 overall mark.

The 1999-2000 season included many highlights as the
coach guided the team to a stunning 62-59 win over then-No.
5 Temple at The Palestra on February 29, for the first win over
Temple in Martelli’s tenure and the program’s first win over a
Top 5 team since February, 1984 (No. 2 DePaul). The team’s
13-16 record at season’s end was deceiving as the Hawks
played the 32nd toughest schedule in the nation.  

Picked by most as a middle-of-the-pack Atlantic 10 team in
2000-01, SJU started strong, posting a 7-3 record in its first 10
games, and finished even stronger, going 14-2 in the confer-
ence to win the single division A-10 regular season title.
Overall, the Hawks again tied the school-record for wins,
compiling a 26-7 mark.  The team moved into the Top 25 in
both major polls on February 17, and was ranked in the final
polls (No. 22 AP/No. 24 ESPN/USA Today).

Despite its ranking, and the fact that it had one of the
nation’s finest backcourts in junior Marvin O’Connor and
Jameer Nelson, SJU received only a number-nine seed after
falling to UMass in the A-10 semifinals.  With its first ever at-
large bid in tow, the Hawks downed eighth-seeded Georgia
Tech, 66-62, in the first round of the West Regional in San
Diego.  The team then showed its true mettle, battling top
seed Stanford in one of the most exciting games of the NCAA
Tournament, before falling, 90-83.

Martelli’s Accolades

2004
*Consensus National Coach of the Year *
Associated Press Coach of the Year
Naismith Coach of the Year
Adolph F. Rupp Cup (Coach of the Year)
CBS/Chevrolet Coach of the Year
Hank Iba Award (USBWA Coach of the Year)
NABC Co-Coach of the Year
Atlantic 10 Coach of the Year
USBWA District Coach of the Year
Eastern College Coach of the Year 

(Herb Good Club)
Eastern Basketball Coach of the Year
Honorary Doctorate, Widener University
March of Dimes “Citizen of the Year”
Archdiocese of Philadelphia CYO Hall of Fame

2003
USBWA District Coach of the Year
Eastern College Coach of the Year 

(Herb Good Club)

2001
Eastern College Coach of the Year 

(Herb Good Club)
Atlantic 10 Coach of the Year

Assistant Coach with USA Basketball (World 
Championship for Young Men)

2000
Pennsylvania Sports Hall of Fame, Delaware 

County Chapter

1998
Widener University Outstanding Alumnus
Assistant Coach, USA Basketball, Goodwill 

Games (Gold Medal)
Archdiocese of Philadelphia Catholic School 

Hall of Fame

1997
Eastern College Coach of the Year 
Atlantic 10 Coach of the Year
Philadelphia Big 5 Co-Coach of the Year
USBWA District Coach of the Year
NABC District Coach of the Year
Basketball Times District Coach of the Year
Eastern Basketball District Coach of the Year
Grand Marshal, Phila. Columbus Day Parade

1996
Philadelphia Big 5 Coach of the Year 
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As in 1996-97, Martelli picked up much-deserved hardware
following the season. He was named Coach of the Year by the
Atlantic 10, NABC (District III) and Philadelphia’s Basketball
Writers (Eastern College Coach of the Year).  Nationally, he
was one of three finalists for the national Coach of the Year by
ESPN The Magazine and one of 20 finalists for the Naismith
College Basketball Coach of the Year.

In the 2001-02 preseason, the Hawks were ranked as high
as eighth by Sports Illustrated and 10th by both major polls.
SJU stayed in the polls until mid-December when three
straight losses (North Carolina, Georgia State and Gonzaga),
all coinciding with an injury to All-America guard Marvin
O’Connor, saw the team fall from the rankings.  The Hawks

rebounded to post a 19-12 record, share the A-10 East
Division title for Martelli’s third regular season crown, and earn
the fourth postseason bid in seven years in the NIT. 

In 2002-03, after graduating four fifth-year seniors that
compiled over 5,000 points and 2,200 rebounds, the Hawks
were picked to be in the middle of the A-10 East Division.
With arguably the nation’s best point guard in the fold,
Martelli built the team around defense and perimeter play.
The plan worked to perfection as SJU went on to lead the
nation in field goal percentage defense (.372) and ranked
seventh in scoring defense (59.5 ppg).  The team started the
year with an impressive win at Boston College, and never
looked back, cracking the national polls in February and end-
ing the season with its third straight A-10 regular season title
and second at-large bid to the NCAA Tournament in three
seasons.  The 23-7 mark may have been even better if first
team All-Atlantic 10 guard Delonte West did not suffer a late-
season stress fracture.

Off the court, Martelli’s lighter side is exposed weekly on
his HawkTalk television show. Martelli hosts the most unique
coach’s show in the nation, with a “Tonight Show” format.
Game highlights are included, but are secondary to the jokes
and humorous interviews. Named the best coach’s show in
college basketball by The Sporting News in 2001, HawkTalk
gained a much greater audience in its third year (1998-99),
with its move to Comcast SportsNet, Philadelphia's regional
all-sports station. HawkTalk’s viewer base grew in 2003-04,
when national network College Sports Television aired the
weekly show. 

Martelli has also been active internationally.  Besides taking
his SJU team on a 1999 tour of Italy, he has twice served as
an assistant coach with the USA National Team.  He helped
lead the 1998 USA team to a gold medal at the Goodwill
Games in New York City.  In the summer of 2001, he was an

Martelli vs. All Opponents
Opponent Record Streak
Akron 2-0 W2
Alabama 1-0 W1
Alabama-Birmingham 0-1 L1
American-P.R. 1-0 W1
Austin Peay 1-0 W1
Ball State 0-1 L1
Boston College 3-0 W3
Boston University 2-0 W2
Bucknell 1-0 W1
California 1-0 W1
Cal.-Santa Barbara 1-0 W1
Canisius 1-0 W1
Chattanooga 1-1 L1
Colorado 2-0 W2
Dayton 6-7 W1
Delaware 6-0 W6
DePaul 1-1 L1
Drexel 7-0 W7
Duke 0-1 L1
Duquesne 10-1 W7
East Carolina 0-2 L2
Eastern Washington 0-1 L1
Fairleigh Dickinson 1-0 W1
Fordham 15-2 W9
George Mason 1-0 W1

George Washington 7-4 W1
Georgia State 0-1 L1
Georgia Tech 1-0 W1
Gonzaga 2-1 W2
Harvard 1-0 W1
Iona 1-0 W1
Kentucky 0-1 L1
Liberty 1-0 W1
La Salle 10-4 W5
Lafayette 1-0 W1
Long Beach State 1-0 W1
Loyola (MD) 0-1 L1
Massachusetts 9-9 W7
Mississippi 0-1 L1
Mississippi State 1-0 W1
Nebraska 0-1 L1
New Mexico 1-0 W1
North Carolina 0-1 L1
Oklahoma State 0-1 L1
Old Dominion 4-2 W3
Pacific 2-1 W1
Pennsylvania 7-3 W2
Princeton 1-1 W1
Providence 1-0 W1
Rhode Island 13-7 W3
Richmond 2-1 W2

Rutgers 1-1 W1
St. Bonaventure 16-3 W8
St. Peter’s 1-0 W1
San Francisco 2-0 W2
Seton Hall 0-1 L1
South Carolina 1-1 W1
South Carolina State 1-0 W1
Stanford 0-1 L1
Syracuse 0-1 L1
Temple 7-12 W4
Tennessee 1-1 W1
Texas Christian 1-0 W1
Texas El Paso 1-0 W1
Texas Tech 1-0 W1
Tulsa 1-2 L2
Vanderbilt 0-1 W1
Villanova 2-5 W2
Virginia Tech 2-3 L1
Western Carolina 1-0 W1
Western Kentucky 2-0 W2
Wisconsin-Green Bay 1-0 W1
Wyoming 1-0 W1
Xavier 3-8 L1

PHIL MARTELLI

SJU Coaching Staff (left to right): Monté Ross, Phil Martelli, Mike Rice and
Mark Bass
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COACH YRS. SEASON(S) W L PCT. 

John Dever (Saint Joseph’s ‘10) 1 1909-10 10 6 .625
Edward Bennis (Penn 1906) 1 1910-11 6 6 .500
John Donahue (Saint Joseph’s 1908) 8 1911-12 thru 1918-19 78 52 .600
John Lavin (Saint Joseph’s ‘15) 7 1919-20 thru 1925-26 50 62 .446
Tom Temple (Saint Joseph’s ‘21) 2 1926-27 thru 1927-28 12 22 .353
Bill Ferguson (Penn ‘20) 25 1928-29 thru 1952-53 309 208 .598
John McMenamin (Saint Joseph’s ‘38) 2 1953-54 thru 1954-55 26 23 .531
Jack Ramsay (Saint Joseph’s ‘49) 11 1955-56 thru 1965-66 234 72 .765
Jack McKinney (Saint Joseph’s ‘57) 8 1966-67 thru 1973-74 144 77 .652
Harry Booth (Saint Joseph’s ‘62) 4 1974-75 thru 1977-78 44 61 .419
Jim Lynam (Saint Joseph’s ‘63) 3 1978-79 thru 1980-81 65 28 .699
Jim Boyle (Saint Joseph’s ‘64) 9 1981-82 thru 1989-90 151 114 .570
John Griffin (Saint Joseph’s ‘78) 5 1990-91 thru 1994-95 75 69 .521
Phil Martelli (Widener ‘76) 9 1995-96 thru present 179 99 .644

History of Hawk Coaches

Coaches by Winning Pct. 

COACH YRS W L PCT.
1. Jack Ramsay 11 234 72 .765
2. Jim Lynam 3 65 28 .699
3. Jack McKinney 8 144 77 .652
4. Phil Martelli 9 179 99 .644
5. John Dever  1 10 6 .625
6. John Donahue 8 78 52 .600
7. Bill Ferguson 25 309 208 .598
8. Jim Boyle 9 51 114 .570
9. John McMenamin 2 26 23 .531
10. John Griffin 5 75 69 .521
11. Edward Bennis 1 6 6 .500
12. John Lavin 7 50 62 .446
13. Harry Booth 4 44 61 .419
14. Tom Temple 2 12 22 .353

Martelli by the Numbers

1st Win
December 2, 1995 Saint Joseph’s 64, Delaware 56 
50th Win
January 14, 1998 Saint Joseph’s 55, St. Bonaventure 50
100th Win
February 10, 2001 Saint Joseph’s 78, St. Bonaventure 76
150th Win
November 14, 2004 #17 Saint Joseph’s 73, #10 Gonzaga 66

Highest National Ranking
March 8, 2004 #1 AP; #1 ESPN/USA Today

Postseason Play 11-6 overall (6-4 NCAA)
YEAR TOURN/ROUND RESULT

1996 NIT SJU 82, Iona 78
NIT SJU 82, Providence 62

NIT SJU 76, Rhode Island 59

NIT SJU 74, Alabama 69 (0T) 

NIT Final Nebraska 60, SJU 56

1997 NCAA 1st Round SJU 75, Pacific 65

NCAA 2nd Rd. SJU 81, Boston College 77 (2OT)

NCAA Reg. Semi. Kentucky 83, SJU 68

2001 NCAA 1st Round SJU 66, Georgia Tech 62

NCAA 2nd Round Stanford 90, SJU 83

2002 NIT 1st Round SJU 73, George Mason 64

NIT 2nd Round Ball State 76, SJU 54

2003 NCAA 1st Round Auburn 65, SJU 63 (OT)

2004 NCAA 1st Round SJU  82, LIberty 63

NCAA 2nd Round SJU 70,  Texas Tech 65

NCAA Reg. SemifinalSJU 84, Wake Forest 80

NCAA Reg. Final Oklahoma St. 64, SJU 62

Coaches by Victories 

COACH YRS W L
1. Bill Ferguson 25 309 208
2. Jack Ramsay 11 234 72
3. Phil Martelli 9 179 99
4. Jack McKinney 8 144 77
5. Jim Lynam 3 65 28
6. John Donahue 8 78 52
7. John Griffin 5 75 69
8. Jim Boyle 9 51 114
9. John Lavin 7 50 62
10. Harry Booth 4 44 61
11. John McMenamin 2 26 23
12. Tom Temple 2 12 22
13. John Dever  1 10 6 
14. Edward Bennis 1 6 6

PHIL MARTELLI
assistant coach with the USA World Championship for
Young Men team that captured the gold in Saitama, Japan,
with point guard Jameer Nelson as a member of the squad. 

A three-time Atlantic 10 (1997, 2000, 2004) and four-time
USBWA District Coach of the Year (1997, 2001, 2003, 2004),
Martelli is one of just five Hawk coaches to record 100 career
wins, posting his milestone victory at St. Bonaventure on
February 10, 2001. He earned his 150th in the 2003-04 season
opener on November 14 at Madison Square Garden against
Gonzaga. 

A 1976 graduate of Widener University, Martelli began his
career on Hawk Hill with SJU's 1985-86 NCAA Tournament
team. In his decade as an assistant, he was part of the
Hawks’ NIT teams in 1992-93 and 1994-95.

Prior to his arrival at SJU, Martelli spent seven years as
head basketball coach at Bishop Kenrick High in Norristown,
PA. At Kenrick, he led his team to six straight Catholic
League playoff appearances, a school record and still owns
the school's all-time mark for wins with 108.  His best season
came in 1982, when he was named prep Coach of the Year
by both the Philadelphia Inquirer and Philadelphia Daily
News. He earned similar honors in 1980 and 1982 for
Montgomery County from the Norristown Times Herald. 

Martelli began his career as the junior varsity coach at
Cardinal O'Hara High in Springfield, PA, for the 1976-77 sea-
son.  He moved on the following year to become an assistant

at his alma mater, where he helped guide Widener to the
NCAA Division III Final Four.  After that season, he accepted
the head job at Kenrick.   

As a player, the Drexel Hill, PA, native was part of
Widener’s NCAA Tournament teams in both 1974-75 and
1975-76, serving as team co-captain as a senior. The talented
point guard also set the school's single season and career
assist marks.  

Martelli and his wife Judy, a former basketball player with
the legendary Immaculata College teams, have three chil-
dren.  Philip, Jr. (age 23), a 2003 Saint Joseph’s graduate, is
currently an assistant basketball coach at Central
Connecticut State University. Jimmy (age 22) is a senior bas-
ketball player at Dickinson College, and Elizabeth (age 17) is
a senior on the basketball team at Merion Mercy Academy.  
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Phil Martelli’s work extends well beyond the basketball court as he is actively involved
in many charitable efforts and is one of the leaders of the “Philly Six” chapter of
Coaches vs. Cancer. The group raised over $400,000 for the fight against cancer with
the inaugural “Basket Ball” gala event in May, 2004 (above). The gala had a definite
Saint Joseph’s presence with many alumni and supporters in attendance, such as
Jamie Maguire '84, President and CEO of Philadelphia Insurance Companies (below).
Jameer Nelson also lent a hand, as items autographed by the Hawk star were auc-
tioned for some of the highest amounts of the evening. 

The University established the Ignatian Scholars Program to enable eco-
nomically challenged students from all social, cultural and geographical
backgrounds the opportunity for a Saint Joseph's education. The Martelli
Family Scholarship is the first named endowed scholarship under this new
initiative. University president Timothy R. Lannon, S.J., made the
announcement in New York with Martelli and his wife, Judy, in attendance. 

Phil Martelli is extremely popular with the media and on the public-speak-
ing circuit, making countless appearances year round. 

The 1976 graduate of Widener University received an honorary doctorate
from his alma mater in May 2004, and delivered the commencement
address. 
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CELEBRATING THE SEASON
The Hawks went on a whirlwind tour after the ‘03-04 season as many peo-
ple and organizations honored the special Saint Joseph’s team. Phil Martelli realized a

life-long dream by throw-
ing out the first pitch at a
Phillies game. The entire
Hawk team was honored
on the field prior to the
game.

Saint Joseph’s was the 2004 recipient of the prestigious John Wanamaker Award, which is
given to the “Philadelphia team or athlete which has done the most to reflect credit upon the
city and to the team or sport in which they excel”.

The national Coach of the Year and the national Player of the Year with col-
lege basketball’s greatest coach, John Wooden. Jameer Nelson was the win-
ner of the John R. Wooden Award, presented by the legendary coach in Los
Angeles. 

The Hawks, along with University president Timothy R. Lannon, S.J., were the invited
dinner guests of Governor Rendell of Pennsylvania to the Governor’s Mansion in
Harrisburg, PA. The SJU team was also honored in a ceremony at City Hall by
Philadelphia Mayor John Street, and received numerous proclamations from state legis-
lators. 

Over 1,200 people packed Alumni Memorial Fieldhouse in April to celebrate
the Hawks’ achievements at the basketball awards banquet. (above) Pat
Carroll is greeted upon the players’ entrance. (below) Tyrone Barley receives
the William F. Maher Award for loyalty to the program from athletic director
Don DiJulia. 
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Brought up in the rich tradition of Philadelphia basket-
ball, Monté Ross is in his ninth year as a member of the Saint
Joseph's University men's basketball staff. Only four Hawk
assistants, Dan Kenney (17 years), Matt Brady (11), Phil
Martelli (10) and Harry Booth (9) have served longer as
Hawk aides. 

Ross has played a key role in the success the program
has achieved during Phil Martelli’s nine-year tenure, working
with the head coach for all but one season. 

In Ross’ first season at Saint Joseph’s (1996-97), the
Hawks finished 12th in the Associated Press poll, won the
Atlantic 10 Championship and advanced to the NCAA Sweet
16. SJU returned to the NCAA Tournament in 2001, and has
since made three trips in four years. Including an NIT berth
in 2002, the Hawks have been involved in postseason play
for four consecutive years. 

Ross was an integral part of the Hawks’ recent run to the
30-2 record, number-five national ranking and NCAA Elite
Eight in 2003-04, which brought the program’s record to 98-
28 in the last four years.   

A 1992 graduate of Winston-Salem University, where he
learned the game while playing for the legendary Clarence
"Bighouse" Gaines, Ross joined the collegiate coaching
ranks as an assistant at Lehigh University during the 1993-94
season. He left Lehigh following that season to join Bill
Herrion's staff at Drexel.  In his two seasons with the Drexel
program, he helped guide the Dragons to back-to-back

North Atlantic Conference
Championships and NCAA
Tournament appearances.  In
his final year at Drexel (1995-
96), Ross saw the Dragons'
first-ever NCAA Tournament win, a 75-63 first-round upset of
Memphis.

Besides his experience on Hawk Hill, the Philadelphia
native coached in the city's renowned Sonny Hill League, as
a head coach in the college league and an assistant in the
high school league. Ross played his high school ball at
Philadelphia's Bodine High School

The 34-year-old Ross and his wife Michelle, reside in
Philadelphia with their children, Justin Monté (5), and
Lauren Noel (3).

The Ross Family - (from left) Lauren Noel, Michelle, Justin Monté and Monté.

MONTE ROSS
Assistant Coach - 9th season

“Monté has prepared himself in all aspects of coaching to
be ready for a head coaching opportunity. His style, dignity

and class serve as a great example to the 
young men in our program.”

- Phil Martelli

`
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Mark Bass, one of the most prolific shooters in Saint
Joseph’s University history, is in his sixth season as an assis-
tant coach at his alma mater.

Bass joined the Hawks’ staff in 1999-00, and beginning
with his second hear through last season, has seen SJU com-
pile a 98-28 record. Included in that stretch is three NCAA
appearances, one NIT berth, four Atlantic 10 regular-season
titles as well last year’s run to the NCAA Elite Eight and the
number-five final national ranking. 

A fiery leader on the court, Bass led the Hawks to the NIT
finals in his senior season, 1995-96.  He averaged 14.3 points
per game, second on the team, while connecting on a then-
school-record 91 three-pointers, while setting a record with 268
attempts. A second team All- Big 5 selection, he connected on
225 three-pointers over his four-year career (1992-96), a
record since surpassed by Marvin O’Connor (231). He also
served as a team captain his junior and senior years at SJU. 

As a freshman, the 5-9 guard led the Atlantic 10
Conference in free throw percentage, with a school-record
86.9 percent.  He also led the A-10 in three-point percentage
as a junior (.423), making him just the second Hawk player to
lead the league in two different categories.

Bass became the first member of the 1996 NIT Finalist
team to be inducted into the Saint Joseph’s Basketball Hall of
Fame, being honored in 2001. 

Upon graduation he played one season of professional
basketball with the Tiajin Breakers in the Chinese
Professional League in 1996-97.  Following that, he served

two seasons (1997-99) as an
assistant coach under Max
Good at Maine Central
Institute, helping guide the
team to back-to-back New
England Prep School Championships, including a perfect 35-
0 season in 1997-98.

A 1991 graduate of McCorristin High School in New
Jersey, Bass was named the Mercer County Player of the
Year as a senior and set the all-time scoring record, finishing
with 1,482 for his career.  He played for one year at Maine
Central Institute, helping the squad to a 27-1 record with the
lone loss coming in the New England Prep School
Championship game.

Bass was inducted into the Mercer County CYO Hall of
Fame in November, 2004. 

A native of Trenton, NJ, Bass married the former Tracie
Hardy in August of 2004. The couple resides in Lawnside, NJ. 

Tracie and Mark Bass, who married in August of 2004.

MARK BASS
Assistant Coach - 6th season

“Mark exhibits his tremendous pride in his alma mater and
this basketball program in all aspects of his job. His passion
for excellence is only exceeded by his concern for people.” 

- Phil Martelli
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Mike Rice is the newest addition to the Saint Joseph’s
basketball staff, entering his first season in 2004-05.

Rice joined the program after 11-year assistant Matt
Brady left SJU to become the head coach at Marist College.

For the past three years, he was the Director of the
Eastern Invitational Basketball Camp for The Hoop Group.
Rice oversaw all of the camp activities, while recruiting stu-
dent-athletes for participation in the camps. He also devel-
oped the prestigious Eastern Invitational Team Camp, which
grew from 12 teams to 64 in three years. 

“I am excited about this opportunity, especially with the
recent success and the tradition of Saint Joseph’s basketball.
I want to help this program maintain that level of prominence
and am looking forward to working with Phil and the staff to
achieve this,” said Rice, a native of Pittsburgh, PA.

The 35-year old has extensive collegiate coaching expe-
rience with 10 years as an assistant coach at Fordham,
Marquette, Niagara and Chicago State, teams that earned
four posteason berths. While at Chicago State from 1998 to
2001, that squad posted the most wins in school history (12
in 1999-00). Prior to that, he spent one year at Niagara (1997-
98), with a team that placed third in the MAAC. 

He served as an assistant at Marquette from 1994-97, as
the Golden Eagles won the 1997 Conference USA
Tournament title, made consecutive NCAA Tournament
appearances in 1996 and 1997, and was the runner-up in the
1995 NIT.

A three-year starter at
Fordham, Rice helped the
Rams to three 20-win seasons
and post-season appearance
in the NIT, while serving as
captain of the team in 1990-
91. He earned a bachelor’s degree in communications from
the university in 1991 and began his coaching career serving
as an assistant coach there from 1991 to 1994. While on staff
at his alma mater, the Rams won the 1992 Patriot League
tournament title and earned a berth in the NCAA Tournament. 

Rice grew up in a basketball family as his father, Mike
Rice, Sr., was the head coach at Duquesne and Youngstown
State during his career. The elder Rice is currently the radio
play-by-play announcer for the Portland Trailblazers and has
his own radio talk show. 

Rice and his wife Kerry reside in Wayne, PA, with their
children, Michael, Jr. (6) and Katie (4). 

MIKE RICE
Assistant Coach - 1st season

“Mike’s energy and enthusiasm has proven contagious
with our players and our staff. Mike has added to the aura

of excellence that we try to promote in our 
basketball program.”

- Phil Martelli

The Rice Family - Kerry, Michael, Jr., Mike and Katie. 
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H. Cornell Bradley, S.J., is in his
fourth season as the Saint Joseph's
University men’s basketball team chap-
lain.

Bradley continues a long line of
Jesuits serving as team chaplains at

Saint Joseph's.  The most recognized of these at SJU is Rev.
Emory Ross, S.J., who served as the team chaplain from the late
1950s until the 1984-85 season. Ross, who passed away in
1996, became the first Jesuit inducted into the SJU Athletics Hall
of Fame on November 16, 2002.

A full-time member of the SJU campus ministry team, Fr.
Bradley oversees the spiritual needs of the Hawk basketball team
and is a part of the team’s travel party.  He is seated on the bench
for all SJU men’s games.

In his first two years with the Hawks, Bradley teamed with
Rev. Bruce Bidinger, S.J., giving SJU co-chaplains for the first
time in the program's history.  Bidinger resigned his position as
Director of Campus Ministry following the 2001-02 academic year
to become president of St. Joseph's Preparatory School in
Philadelphia.

H. Cornell Bradley, S.J.
TEAM CHAPLAIN

2004-05 TEAM MANAGERS

Back row (from left): Dan Timby, Dan Harris, Jeff
Valentino, Jim Miller, Kurt Mooney, Andrew Moral, Ed
Harron, Matt Muldoon; Front row (from left): Mike
Tecce, Kate McCreight, Ashley Olt, Katelyn Zollo,
Chris Napoli

Caitlin Ryan enters her second season
as the Director of Men’s Basketball
Operations at Saint Joseph’s. She over-
sees various administrative duties with the
men’s basketball program, including trav-
el, summer camp, activities and communi-

ty service projects, while also serving as a liaison between the pro-
gram and the Hawk Hoop Club. 

Ryan graduated from the University with her bachelor’s degree in
finance in May, 2004 and is currently pursuing her M.B.A. This will be
her fourth year working with the Hawks as she served as a student
manager for two seasons. 

A native of Blue Bell, PA, and graduate of Gwynedd Mercy
Academy, she is the daughter of Mike and Kittie Ryan. 

Caitlin Ryan
DIRECTOR OF 
BASKETBALL OPERATIONS

Clare Ariano, the men’s basketball secre-
tary at Saint Joseph’s since 1984, works
behind the scenes to help ensure the pro-
gram’s continued success. 

Aside from her day-to-day duties with the
basketball program, Ariano assists Coach
Phil Martelli in scheduling his numerous
speaking engagements and charitable
efforts. 

Eileen Brown
Ath. Dept. Secretary

Helen Hennessy
Ath. Dept. Secretary

Kathy MacDonald
Ath. Dept. Secretary

Clare Ariano
MEN’S BASKETBALL SECRETARY

Linda Elkins
Travel Coordinator

Chris Napoli
Head Manager

BASKETBALL SUPPORT STAFF
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ALL-TIME HAWK
MASCOTS
Jim Brennan
(3 seasons) 1955-56 to 1957-58
Pierce Markley
(3 seasons) 1958-59 to 1960-61
Al Pastino
(3 seasons) 1961-62 to 1963-64
Charlie Wieners
(2 seasons) 1964-65 to 1965-66
Chuck Elsesser
(2 seasons) 1966-67 to 1967-68
Bill Berner
(2 seasons) 1969-69 to 1969-70
John Donnelly
(2 seasons) 1970-71 to 1971-72
Joe Cassidy
(2 seasons) 1972-73 to 1973-74
Joe Boyle
(3 1/2 seasons) 1974-75 to 1977-78
Ron Manion
(1/2 season) 1977-78
Kevin Quirk
(2 1/2 seasons) 1978-79 to 1980-81
Randy Kiernan
(1 1/2 seasons) 1980-81 to 1981-82
Dennis Sheehan
( 3 seasons) 1982-83 to 1984-85
Jim Boyle, Jr.
(1 season) 1985-86 
Frank Simone
(2 seasons) 1986-87 to 1987-88
Jim Scarano
(2 seasons) 1988-89 to 1989-90
Tony Duldulao
(1 season) 1990-91
Chuck Sack
(2 seasons) 1991-92 to 1992-93
Dan Gallagher 
(1 season) 1993-94
Brian Kearns
(2 seasons) 1994-95 to 1995-96
Glenn “Trip” Whitaker
(1 season) 1996-97
Bobby Gallagher
(1 season) 1997-98
Pat McGrory
(1 season) 1998-99
Joey "G" Gawarzewski
(1 season)  1999-2000
Sara Brennan
(1 season) 2000-01
Steve Klarich
(2 seasons) 2001-02 to 2002-03
Chris Bertolino
(1 season) 2003-04

The Saint Joseph’s “Hawk” has been flap-
ping its wings for almost half a century, and now
celebrates its golden anniversary with its 50th
season of participation in 2004-05. 

The Hawk is one of the most famous mas-
cots in college sports best known for staying in
constant motion by flapping its “wings” from
tip-off to the final buzzer of every game, as well
as for “flying” in figure eights around the court
during timeouts.  The constant flapping, cou-
pled with the scrappy play of the University’s
athletic teams, helped to spawn the school’s
familiar slogan “The Hawk Will Never Die!” A
few years ago, ESPN used a “flap-o-meter” on
the national telecast of a Saint Joseph’s game

to estimate that the Hawk flaps its wings 3,500 times during a regulation game. 
The most decorated mascot in the country, the Hawk has garnered numerous accolades in its 50-

year history. It has been selected as the nation’s top mascot by The Sporting News, Sports Illustrated,
Sports Illustrated for Kids, Street & Smith’s Basketball Yearbook and ESPN College Basketball mag-
azine. Eastern Basketball tabbed The Hawk as the Atlantic 10 Conference’s best mascot, while The
Hawk won a “Best of Philly” award in 2003-04.

Saint Joseph’s University athletic teams have been recognized with the nickname “Hawks”
since 1929.  At that time, the school’s yearbook editor, Charlie Dunn, initiated a contest among
the student body for a symbol.  More than 100 submissions were narrowed to two, with “Hawks”
winning out over “Grenadiers” (World War I soldiers who specialized in tossing grenades) by a
slim margin in the final vote.  The winning suggestion was submitted by John Gallagher, Class of
‘31, who was a catcher on the Saint Joseph’s baseball team.  He won a sweater with a special Saint
Joseph’s monogram for selecting the winning name. 

According to the student annual, the name was appropriate because it typified “the fighting
spirit of our crimson and gray athletes and it is suggestive of the aerial attack which has made
our football team famous.” Football, ironically, was discontinued at Saint Joseph’s following the
1939 season.

The idea for the Hawk as a mascot was originated by Jim Brennan during the 1954-55 season.
Brennan, an ex-Marine and SJU cheerleader, at first wanted to secure an actual hawk, but later
switched to the costume idea.  The student  government raised the 120 dollars needed to buy the
initial costume, which Brennan donned for three years.  He made his debut as the Hawk on
January 4, 1956, a 69-56 win over La Salle at the Palestra. Since then, 24 other SJU students, includ-
ing one woman (Sara Brennan in 2000-01) have donned the costume.  The Hawk has not missed a
men’s basketball game since that first season. 

Mike Tecce is the 28th student-
athlete at Saint Joseph’s to serve
as the The Hawk, one of the most
famous mascots in all of college
athletics. Tecce takes over as the
mascot in a significant year, with
the 2004-05 season being the

50th of the Hawk’s participation. 
Tecce, a senior accounting major from Chalfont, PA,  is

part of the selective STAR Scholars program. During his
years at Saint Joseph’s thus far, he has received the Rev.
Edward Brady Scholarship for service leadership and
dedication to the community, the Achievement Award
Scholarship and the Sons of Italy Scholarship. 
Tecce’s responsibilities as The Hawk also require him to

serve as a basketball team manager, and travel with the
squad. He will also make numerous appearances at char-
ity events to represent the University. 

Mike Tecce
THE HAWK

THE HAWK
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The hawk
will never

die!


