
In 2005-06, Saint Joseph’s head coach Phil Martelli will face chal-
lenges similar to those from the previous season when he had to
replace the Atlantic 10 Player of the Year, follow a memorable run in the
postseason, defend the conference regular season title, and fill the void
from an underclassman leaving early for the NBA.  

In 2004-05, Martelli proved that the Hawks were not a “one-hit won-
der” after the memorable 30-2 and NCAA Elite Eight run in 2003-04.
Despite a rocky start last year (3-6 thru nine games), the coaching staff
changed the way the Hawks were playing in January, both offensively
and defensively. A-10 Co-Player of the Year Pat Carroll flourished in the
new style and was one of the top 3-point shooters in the country as his
teammates continually freed him up. Those adjustments ultimately
resulted in a 21-6 record in the calendar year of 2005 and another long
postseason run that had Saint Joseph’s falling just three points short of
the NIT title. 

Martelli’s coaching job was lauded as even better than the previous
season, when he walked away with all of the National Coach of the Year
honors. Honored as the A-10 Coach of the Year for the fourth time in
his career, Martelli guided the Hawks to a fifth straight conference reg-
ular season title (tied the record), the league championship game and
Saint Joseph’s fifth consecutive postseason appearance. 

The 2005-06 squad will be pressed to continue that streak and strive
for six – that is, six straight A-10 regular season titles and six consec-
utive postseason berths. The Hawks currently share the league record
with the UMass teams of the early 1990’s for most consecutive regular
season titles (5) and are looking to own the mark with another A-10
East title this season. If SJU could make its sixth straight postseason
appearance, it would tie the longest string in SJU history since the great
Dr. Jack Ramsay teams achieved that from 1958 through 1963. 

The challenges this year will involve replacing Carroll, one of SJU’s
greatest from the perimeter, the leadership of John Bryant, and the shot
blocking and rebounding prowess of Dwayne Jones, who signed a con-
tract with the Minnesota Timberwolves. 

The Hawks do return three starters - Chet Stachitas, Dwayne Lee
and Dave Mallon - seniors who have played a key role in and experi-
enced one of the most successful eras in SJU basketball. In their three

years thus far, the senior
trio has posted a 77-21
re c o rd (78.5 winning
percentage). 

“I always expect my
seniors to lead and cer-
tainly Chet, Dwayne,
Dave and Rob Sullivan
have had the best of
experiences in winning,
c rowd support, big
games and atmosphere.
They’ve had the best of
college basketball and
the best that St. Joe’s
can offer. I expect that
they would lead and
explain to the younger
players that we get to
w h e re we’re going by
hard work, and by stick-
ing to the plan as well as
explaining how to con-
duct themselves as
Saint Joseph’s basket-
ball players.”

Similar to the outset of the 2004-05 campaign, the Hawks do not
have a defined “go-to” player. But Martelli is confident that one or any
number will emerge as in past seasons, and this year’s Hawk team will
be deep and rely on the efforts of all. 

“This is going to be a balanced team, and it’s going to have to be a
balanced team. It’s going to be a team where we have to get a lot from
everybody. The style is going to be predicated more on which players
develop and which players have gotten better and we’ll judge that in
August and September,” said Martelli, who now owns a 203-111 record
in 10 years, and even more impressively, a 122-40 mark in the past five
seasons.

Stachitas, the 6-5 wing player, is one of the top candidates to fill the
scoring void left by Carroll. In the early going last season, it was
Stachitas who was carrying the scoring load (averaging 16.4 points),
before suffering a severe high ankle sprain in early December. The sen-
ior showed his toughness, never missing any game action, but the drop
in his numbers were clearly related to the injury that lingered the
remainder of the season. The senior is one of the better 3-point shoot-
ers among the returnees and he will be counted on to pick up some of
the long-range scoring lost with the graduation of Carroll. 

Lee came into his own during his first season as the Hawks’ starting
point guard. As the season progressed, Lee gained a great deal of con-
fidence, ran the SJU offense efficiently, and took advantage of scoring
chances when they became available. The senior became a solid on-
the-ball defender and earned A-10 All-Defensive honors, while keying
the Hawk defense which held its opponents to 60 points or under 24
times. Lee averaged a career-best 9.4 points per game and led the
Atlantic 10 with 5.2 assists per game. 

Mallon has been hindered with nagging injuries each season, and
last year missed the first six games (stress fracture in foot) before set-
tling into the starting lineup. The 6-10 Mallon is used to playing more
on the perimeter, but might have to see more action in the post with the
departure of Jones. Mallon had a career game in the Atlantic 10 quar-
terfinals (17 points on 6-for-6 shooting) and that type of scoring on a
regular basis would be an added bonus for the Hawks. 

The rest of the starting lineup remains to be determined, but the top
candidates to fill those spots are Rob Ferguson, Abdulai Jalloh and
freshman Ahmad Nivins, with a combination of any of the three.  

Ferguson is one of the most talented players on the squad and
Martelli is looking for an even bigger contribution this year from the 6-
8 forward. The sophomore has been exposed to the SJU system for two
years after redshirting 2003-04, and showed glimpses of his potential
a number of times last season. Ferguson saw action in all 36 games and
is one of the team’s best from the foul line. 

Jalloh suffered from bouts of inconsistency in his rookie year, but at
times had flashes of brilliance. The most athletic of the Hawks, he was
one of the first players off the bench and was often brought in for his
solid on-the-ball defense. As the season progressed, he saw more time
as the backup point guard and could be used in that role again this year.

Nivins is an athletic 6-9 forward who could help fill the void in the
middle. Nivins is well schooled, coming from New Jersey scholastic
power St. Anthony, where he averaged 15 points, 10 rebounds and five
blocks per game. His solid interior defense and shot-blocking skills will
be needed in Jones’ absence. 

Pat Calathes saw the most playing time of the rest of the returning
reserves. The sophomore gives the Hawks a unique look as a 6-10 play-
er who can bring the ball up the court or play on the perimeter. Early
on, Calathes was primarily used as the backup point guard, but saw
those minutes decrease as Lee became more confident in running the
SJU offense. During the off-season, the coaching staff has worked on
refining the sophomore’s shot and will also be looking for Calathes to
step up his play on the defensive end. 
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The limited amount of experienced post players could open the door
for junior Arvydas Lidzius. The 6-9 forward has shown the intensity
and enthusiasm necessary to make an impact and he will undoubtedly
get his chance this season. 

Junior center Artur Surov could also find more opportunity this year.
Surov honed his skills playing in his native Finland this past summer
and his size (7-1) will aid the Hawks’ frontline. 

Martelli and his staff continue to excel on the recruiting front and
Nivins is just one of four first-year players who possess great potential
and the chance to help the Hawks right away. Guard Edwin Lashley, a
double figure scorer from Snow Hill High School (MD) and St. Thomas
More School (CT), is an outstanding perimeter shooter who could help
stretch the opponents’ defense.

Alvin Mofunanya, a 6-8 forward/center, was one of the best big men
in Northern New Jersey last year out of Dwight Morrow High School,
averaging 18 points, 11 rebounds and five blocks per game. He was a
tremendous defensive presence in high school, and his shot-blocking
skills will be of use to the Hawks. 

Jordan Fowler is a 6-5 guard who gained some familiarity with the
Hawks’ system as he enrolled in the University in January 2005. Fowler,
who averaged 23.6 ppg at Montclair High School, practiced with the
team last season, but did not see any game action, thus giving him four

years of eligibility begin-
ning in ’05-06. Fowler
was a proven scorer in
high school, amassing
over 1,300 career points,
and Martelli says he will
remind people of former
Hawk Bernard Blunt, “uti-
lizing his body to get to
the rim.”

Sullivan, a senior
walk-on, has inspire d
many with his dedication
despite a lack of playing
time. The 6-0 guard
u n d e rwent surg e ry to
repair his ACL in March
and has worked hard to
make a complete recov-
ery. He will add depth to
the Hawks’ backcourt
along with fellow walk-on
Pete Kathopoulis. 

The Hawks’ sched-
ule is extremely challeng-
ing, featuring eight teams
that reached the 2005

NCAA Tournament (Bucknell, George Washington, Gonzaga, Kansas,
Ohio State, Penn, St. Mary’s, Villanova) and three which earned berths
to the NIT (Davidson, Drexel, Temple). 

The Hawks will face some new competition in their bid for a sixth
consecutive A-10 regular-season title with Charlotte and Saint Louis
beginning league play. Both teams join the A-10 from Conference USA
and Charlotte will enter as one of the favorites to win the league.  

“Calling it the way it is, I think it’s a bit of an over-schedule for this
group. You lose Pat Carroll, Dwayne Jones and John Bryant and have
to play Kansas, Ohio State, and Villanova,” said Martelli. “And even
playing at Bucknell – they’ve got nine of their top 10 players back.
Lafayette plays a Princeton style, they’re not easy to play against.
Drexel is an NIT team and then NCAA teams Gonzaga, St. Mary’s and
Penn, as well as GW. There is more than enough on this team’s plate to
be prepared again for the Atlantic 10, which is the vehicle for the post-
season. I also think that drive to be the first program to win six in a row
(A-10 regular season titles) – that has been mentioned and will contin-
ue to be mentioned.”

Preseason Notes

• The Hawks will be looking to become the first team in conference
history to win sixth straight Atlantic 10 regular season titles. 

• SJU ranks 15th among Division I basketball programs for average
amount of wins over the last five years. The Hawks have compiled
a 122-40 record in the past five seasons, averaging 24.4 victories
per year and a winning percentage of .753.

• Saint Joseph’s will return to one of its favorite arenas - Madison
Square Garden - to partcipate in the annual Jimmy V Classic on
Dec. 6 against Kansas. Michigan State will take on Boston College
in the other matchup. The Hawks played two games at Madison
Square Garden last year, in the semifinals and championship of the
NIT. SJU opened its 2003-04 campaign with a win over Gonzaga in
the arena.  

• The 2005-06 is a special one as it marks the 50th anniversary of
The Hawk, one of the country’s most renowned collegiate mascots.
The Hawk made its first appearance on January 4, 1956 in the
Palestra in a game against La Salle. This anniversary will be cele-
brated by SJU all season long. 

• Philadelphia Magazine recognized Phil Martelli in its annual “Best
of Philly” issue. He was cited for the coaching job he did in 2004-
05, after losing two NBA first-round draft picks and leading the
Hawks to the NIT. It stated, “The entertaining Martelli gets a lot of
credit for his comedy; he doesn’t get enough for his coaching.”

• SJU will resume its series with fellow Jesuit school Gonzaga, with
a visit to Seattle on New Year’s Eve. The Hawks and Zags have
already had memorable games in the three times they’ve played,
with SJU holding a 2-1 lead. It marks the third time that the game
will be played on Dec. 31. 

• Saint Joseph’s won 21 games in the calendar year of 2005, and
was one of six teams in the nation to have done so. Louisville,
Illinois, Pacific, Arizona and Vermont were the others.   

• In ‘04-05, SJU was 21-3 when holding its opponents to 60 points
or less.


